
Final Panel Discussion: The implementation of the Action Plan 

Marja Bijl, vice chairwoman of the PvdA, was the moderator of the last panel discussion. This 

discussion involved Caroline Gennez (Socialist Party, Belgium), Risa Hontiveros (Akbayan Citizens 

Action Party, Phillipines),  Zohra Lhioui (Socialist Union of Popular Forces, Morocco) and Conny 

Reuter (Secretary General of SOLIDAR). Marja Bijl stated correctly that talking and thinking is only 

step one; action needs to be taken in order to really reach results on the issue at hand. All 

participants were questioned on their first and foremost priority to take home and bring into action.  

Conny Reuter answered that his vision on gender equality and decent work is that it is a global issue. 

It should also be treated as such. In a globalised world, the ties are too strong to treat gender 

equality and decent work as a national or regional issue. Global forces must come into power. 

Caroline Gennez followed Ahmed Aboutaleb by stating that education is priority number one. The 

private and professional sphere must collaborate and complement each other. Zohra Lhioui focused 

on Morocco and mentioned security and freedom on the streets for women in her home country. By 

being able to move freely into public space, women are able to obtain more opportunities in 

professional life. Finally, Risa Hontiveros gives advice to the audience to be more gender sensitive. 

She also wants to launch simultaneous campaigns, to be able to tackle the global character of gender 

equality and decent work. 

Kirsten van der Hul added her personal story, explaining that a lot has changed within three 

generations of women. Gender equality and decent work must stay in the minds and deeds of social-

democrats all over the world. With signing the Action Plan for Gender Equality and Decent Work, all 

present promised to turn their words into deeds. Just as Kirsten did, we should all be repeating the 

following sentence: “Yes, it’s me with my gender issues again”.  


